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LOCAL PLAN: PREFERRED OPTIONS AND SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL CONSULTATIONS

	

	This note sets out:
1. An overview of the consultation
2. Communications and engagement
3. Helping with promotional material
4. Communication strategy
5. Further information on the Draft Local Plan consultation documents
a. Preferred Options Draft Local Plan to 2046
b. Sustainability Appraisal
6. How to respond to the consultation 
7. What happens next?

1. An overview of the consultation
We are consulting on two documents:
· [bookmark: _Hlk211944830]Preferred Options Draft Local Plan to 2046: This is the first full draft of the Local Plan. It is based on national policy, evidence and previous feedback from stakeholders. It is our vision for sustainable growth to 2046 and sets out how we will deliver land for new homes, jobs and infrastructure. It looks at how we can protect our natural environment, how we will respond to climate change and provides policies which will be used to assess planning applications outlining what we require from new development in the district. 
· Sustainability Appraisal: This document assesses how the draft local plan performs against environmental, social and economic objectives.
The preferred options draft local plan was informed by comments and responses to previous consultations and evidence-based documents to produce a full draft of the local plan. 
This is people’s chance to share feedback on our preferred development sites and the policies which will set requirements for new development before any planning applications are submitted.

The consultation runs from:
5 November for 6 weeks until Wednesday 17 December 2025. 
It is an opportunity for people to shape the future of Huntingdonshire.
All relevant information can be found on this dedicated webpage for the consultation https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/preferredoptions. The webpage includes a link to the engagement portal, videos on how to respond to the consultation, a local plan overview video, copies of exhibition board material and FAQs. 

2. Communications and engagement
The Council will use many ways to promote the consultation including, but not limited to:
· Emails to statutory consultees and those registered on our consultation system
· Parish and Town Council e-newsletters
· District Councillor e-newsletter
· Economic development newsletter
· Banners at some of our parks and our One Leisure Centres
· Banners on our refuse vehicles which cover the whole district
· Press releases and newspaper articles within the Hunts Post
· 8 Public exhibitions
· Social media posts including targeted Facebook advertising
· Use of HDC website as a main landing page
· Distribution of paper copies of the consultation documents at our libraries and Pathfinder House and information in the mobile library
· Email banners for HDC staff 
· Attendance at events to promote the consultation such as the Climate Conference
· Videos including an overview of the consultation, and guides on how to register on the engagement portal and how to make comments 
· Digital board advertisement within town centres
· Site notices for proposed allocations to be put up near them
[bookmark: _Hlk211952309]
A series of exhibitions will be held across the district. All of them will be open from 2pm to 8pm. Officers will be there to answer questions.
· Wednesday 12 November: Bluntisham Village Hall, Mill Lane, Bluntisham PE28 3LR
· Thursday 13 November: Godmanchester Rovers F.C., Bearscroft Farm, A1198, Godmanchester, Huntingdon, PE29 2LQ
· Tuesday 18 November: Ramsey Community Centre, Ramsey Industrial Park, 14-18 Stocking Fen Rd, Ramsey, Huntingdon, PE26 2UR
· Thursday 20 November: Wyton on the Hill Primary School, Cambridge Square, Wyton on the Hill, Wyton, Huntingdon, PE28 2JB
· Wednesday 26 November:  St Ives Corn Exchange, The Pavement, St Ives, PE27 5AD
· Thursday 27 November:  St Neots Town Football Club, 5 Kester Way, St Neots, PE19 6SL
· Wednesday 3 December: Sawtry Village Hall, 37 Green End Rd, Sawtry, Huntingdon, PE28 5UY
· Thursday 4 December: The Commemoration Hall, 39 High Street, Huntingdon, PE29 3AQ

3. Helping with promotional material
To help spread the word and encourage people to respond to the consultation, posters, site notices and leaflets will be provided to Town and Parish Councils. District Councillors will find posters and leaflets in their pigeon holes at the start of the consultation. These documents can be given to social meeting places or put up in prominent locations within your ward. 
Parish and Town Councils will also receive a copy of the proposed site allocations (within the Preferred Options Draft Local Plan) that are within or nearby to their town or parish. Please encourage them to make these available to local residents on request to assist with accessibility.
The Council will be running a social media campaign. We are encouraging District, Parish and Town Councillors to repost these on local social media outlets to help spread the word. District, Parish and Town Councillors will also all receive a social media ‘toolkit’ which includes:
· Overview of our planned posts with an encouragement to share
· Suggested posts which can be edited to include more localised/ward specific wording
· Copies of any assets / artwork which can be used alongside any social media or included on webpages.
If you have not received your social media pack or posters and leaflets etc. by the end of the first week of the consultation please contact local.plan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk using the subject heading ‘Request for promotional material’. These can be made available for collection at Pathfinder House or sent to you via email depending on the media requested. Town and Paish Councils please also check with your town or parish clerk to see if they have received a copy.
It is important that District, Parish and Town Councillors understand the consultation process and where to find relevant information to help inform residents. All relevant information can be found on this dedicated HDC webpage for the consultation:
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/preferredoptions
The website includes a link to the engagement portal, videos on how to respond to the consultation, an overview of the consultation and FAQs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk133314274]
4. Further details on the Draft Local Plan consultation documents
Last year we consulted the public asking for feedback on growth options, the potential suitability of sites for development and policy directions. This was called the Further Issues and Options consultation which ran from 18 September to 27 November (10 weeks). We also consulted on the assessment of sites submitted between August 2024 and 31 January 2025 in spring 2025. This was called the Additional Sites consultation. 
We have assessed all the comments received to present the public with two documents: 
· Preferred Options Draft Local Plan to 2046
· Sustainability Appraisal
.
a. Preferred Options Draft Local Plan to 2046
This is the first full draft of the Local Plan which is a key delivery vehicle for the ambitions set out in the Huntingdonshire Futures Strategy and the Corporate Plan to 2028. It is based on national policy, evidence and previous feedback from stakeholders. It is our vision for sustainable growth to 2046 and sets out how we will deliver land for new homes, jobs and infrastructure. It looks at how we can protect our natural environment, how we will respond to climate change and provides policies which will be used to assess planning applications outlining what we require from new development in the district. 
The responses to the consultation will help to inform the final version of the next local plan 


The Preferred Options Draft Local Plan to 2046 includes the following sections: 
· What is a local plan? – this sets out what the local plan is, how we have developed the local plan, how to get involved and what happens after this consultation.
· Our vision and approach to net zero
· How Huntingdonshire will grow and change – including our settlement hierarchy and our approach to growth within our settlements. It also includes planning policies on infrastructure, health, flooding and water, renewable energy and transport and connectivity.
· How we will create well designed places – this section includes planning policies on design, placemaking, policies to address climate change through design such as energy consumption in new buildings, parking and electric vehicle charging, and how to address pollution and contamination.
· How we will support a strong local economy – this section looks at how we will protect and enhance established employment areas, address business development and diversification in the countryside and look towards regional growth opportunities. It also seeks to promote town centre and local centre vitality and viability and support tourism.
· How we will support homes for all – the policies in this section cover key issues such as affordable housing, housing mix, accessible and adaptable homes, custom and self-build homes, rural exceptions housing, specialist and older people’s housing and supporting sites for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.
· How we will conserve and enhance the natural environment – this section looks at how we will protect our many nature conservation sites, enhance biodiversity, protect trees and woodland, retain open spaces of public value, conserve and enhance heritage, and support water related development.
· Our development sites – this section provides a list of all our proposed site allocations that set aside land for homes, employment, open space, and renewables. It is split into specific areas to help you find sites that you may be interested in. The first chapter focuses on the North Huntingdon Growth Cluster Opportunity Zone which supports the CPCA’s new Local Growth Plan. It then has a series of chapters which set out proposed allocations in our Market Towns, Service Centres, Local Services Villages and Villages.

Each allocation starts with details of how big the site is and what use(s) is it proposed to be allocated for, such as the number of homes, and then sets out the criteria which will be used to assess any planning applications put forward. These criteria have been guided by comments from previous consultations and also our evidence. They include issues such as flood mitigation, responding to heritage assets, design and landscaping and transport and travel impacts. Underneath the allocation is further supporting text to provide additional detail.
b. Sustainability Appraisal
A Sustainability Appraisal is a legally required document that assesses the strategies, sites and options that we are using to develop the local plan. Each is assessed against 16 sustainability objectives based on the climate emergency, environmental, social and economic themes. The Sustainability Appraisal assesses all the policies that are put forward in the Preferred Options Draft Local Plan.

6. How to respond to the consultation
We ask that comments are submitted through our engagement portal as this allows us to process them far more quickly than any other way and ensures they say exactly what the submitted intended. 
Further detailed information in writing and in video format on how to respond will be available from the start of the consultation (5 November 2025) on our dedicated webpage. https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/preferredoptions. 
There are alternative methods if people cannot use the engagement portal. People can:
· Email us at local.plan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk with comments
· Call us on 01480 388388 where we can help you with comments
· Visit us at an exhibition, where we will have forms to write down comments
If a paper form is required, we ask that people contact us via phone or email.
7. What happens next?
Preparing a Local Plan involves many stages of evidence gathering, public engagement, policy and site development. This Preferred Options Draft Local Plan to 2046 is intended to be the final non-statutory stage of its preparation. This forms part of our engagement under Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended). The next stage, anticipated to be in summer 2026, will be a statutory consultation under Regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended). This will provide opportunities to comment on specific aspects of the Draft Local Plan to 2046 that we intend to submit for formal public examination.
Evidence documents will be published as we continue through the local plan process here: https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/local-plan-update/evidence-library-for-local-plan-update/ 
Updates on progress of the local plan will be able to be found here:
· www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/localplanupdate 
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