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Minutes of the Hilton Parish Council Planning Committee on 
Tuesday 18th February at 7:30pm in The Methodist Church, 
Hilton 

 
Present: Cllr P. Balicki, Cllr G. Barradell (Chair), Cllr R. Collard, Cllr K. 
Dunk, Cllr A. Goodridge. 

 
In attendance: The Clerk & RFO – N. Webster and 23 parishioners. 

 
 
Meeting commenced 19:30 

 
1. To receive any apologies for absence and any declarations of interest 

Cllr S. Walker was absent. 
Cllr G. Barradell introduced the planning meeting and the process. 
No declarations of interest were received. 

 
Meeting closed 19:37 
 
A parishioner advised that she had read the HELAA (Housing and Economic Land Availability 
Assessment) and the PC response which she thought was good. She had concerns regarding 
the width of the road and the access to the development which she felt was too near a 
dangerous junction. She questioned the legality of placing the access to the new development 
directly opposite the driveway of another house. She stated that there would be a parking 
issue as each house will have 2-3 cars. She also stated that there is no employment or public 
transport in the village. She was concerned that flooding was another issue and questioned 
whether the road would need to be widened. She also asked if Hilton was under pressure to 
agree to a certain number of houses per year. With permission, Cllr P. Balicki responded to 
state that, under the local plan, development in small settlements could only be considered 
with regard to sustainability and urged all parishioners to put their comments on the HDC 
website. 
 
A parishioner stated that there was a serious traffic issue at the exit of Church End where the 
junction is dangerous and an additional 36 cars would increase the volume. She also stated 
that there is no specified right of way when entering Church End from Potton Road. She stated 
that the village already has too many 4 bed detached houses and asked whether they will have 
solar panels and triple glazing to combat climate change. 
 
A parishioner stated that the data that has been collected at the junction between Church End 
and Potton Road shows that 45-55% of vehicles are speeding past the junction and the fastest 
car last week was 76mph. 
 
A parishioner reiterated that cars come quickly towards the dangerous junction and he was 
surprised that there had not been a serious accident. He stated that backing out onto Church 
End from his driveway was already dangerous and backing out opposite a junction will be more 
dangerous. He declared that the road is not wide enough, and the edge of the road is wearing 
away as it is not suitable for the current level of traffic, let alone the additional 36 cars. He also 
said that he would be sad to lose the view from his house and felt that this was a slippery slope 
for more development in the village. 



Nicola Webster, Clerk, Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer, Hilton Parish Council 
10 Church End, Hilton, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE28 9NJ 

Email: clerk@hiltonparishcouncil.com 
www.hiltonparishcouncil.com 

 
Page 979 

A parishioner questioned that there are 18 properties with 2 parking spaces each and what 
about visitors and deliveries. He confirmed it was dangerous to reverse out of his property. He 
stated that the road is used by farm vehicles and questioned the flooding on the land. He also 
questioned whether the number of houses will be increased if approval is granted. He 
requested the County Council’s input on the fact that Church End is a lane not a road. 
 
A parishioner stated that the local plan overrides the HELAA. He quoted from the local plan 
regarding the spatial planning area and the fact that Hilton is a “Small Settlement” with few 
public transport links, which have worsened since 2017. He stated that the development 
would increase private car usage which is against the CCC local transport plan. He pointed out 
that Papworth Hospital has relocated and there is little employment in St Ives and Fenstanton. 
He questioned the effectiveness of the attenuation basin and stated that this area flooded in 
2001. He also questioned the location of the new junction and stated that the length of an 
articulated lorry is too long for the size of the junction. 
 
A parishioner questioned whether the development would stretch beyond the Hilton village 
boundary. 
 
A parishioner pointed out that there will be extra pedestrians on a blind corner, particularly 
families with young children walking to the school bus stop. 
 
A parishioner stated that Fenstanton & Hilton Primary School is full and so children would have 
to be driven to Papworth. He also stated that children would have to cross the road. 
 
A parishioner stated that MacAlpines have a contractual development interest in more land in 
and around the village and that this development would be the thin end of the wedge. 
 
Meeting reopened 20:00 
 
2. To consider any planning applications received including – 

 
2.1 – APPLICATION REF. 20/00164/OUT Land West of Wychwood, Church End, Hilton, 
PE28 9NJ, Outline Planning Application for up to 18 Dwellings with All Matters Reserved, 
Except for Access. 
Councillors discussed the application and the comments both on the website and sent 
to the Clerk.  
Cllr G. Barradell stated that the PC had previously supported the fact that Hilton is a 
small settlement and objected to HELAA sites. The PC previously resolved not to meet 
with the developer as the suggested plans were too far away from the HDC local plan. 
Cllrs pointed out that HDC had requested that any response should be in accordance 
with the planning guidelines and so, whilst many of the parishioners’ comments were 
relevant reasons for objection, some of the comments were not material planning 
considerations. 
Cllrs discussed the application with reference to the HDC Local Plan to 2036. Reference 
was given to: 

 the definition of a built-up area and how well this plot related to the adjacent 
built-up area or the agricultural land at the village boundary 

 the sustainability of the development with regards to the level of service and 
infrastructure and the availability of sustainable modes of travel 

 the fact that the proposed development is on grade 2 agricultural land 
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 the survey conducted in 2016 which identified that there was not a need for 
affordable housing in the village 

 the risks regarding traffic management at a dangerous junction 

 the access to the development being insufficient for large vehicles 

 the inaccuracies on the transport plan which refers to access to the guided 
busway and cycling to Papworth Everard. 

 the flooding report which states the possibility of surface water flooding 
 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Planning Committee recommend this development 
for rejection as it does not comply with local plan – see covering letter for further 
details. The Clerk & Chair will compose a covering letter including the points raised 
regarding the definition of a built-up area, LP9 small settlements and services, LP10 
countryside and farmland, LP 24 identified lack of local need for affordable housing, 
inaccuracies in the transport plan and issues with the traffic and junction, Cllr K. Dunk 
2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 
It was resolved that the Planning Committee recommend this development for 
rejection as it does not comply with local plan – see covering letter for further 
details. The Clerk & Chair will compose a covering letter including the points raised 
regarding the definition of a built-up area, LP9 small settlements and services, LP10 
countryside and farmland, LP 24 identified lack of local need for affordable housing, 
inaccuracies in the transport plan and issues with the traffic and junction. 
 
Cllr G. Barradell pointed out to parishioners that comments were taking some time to 
go onto the HDC website and the closing date for comments is Monday 24th February. 
He stated that the Clerk would put the covering letter on the PC website by Friday 21st 
February and urged parishioners to read it and put their own comments on the HDC 
website. 
 
There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 20:29. 
 
 

 
 Signed…………………………………………………………………………………. Date……………………………… 
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