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Minutes of the Meeting of Hilton Parish Council 
on Monday 12th April 2021 at 19:30 via Zoom 

 

Present: Cllr G. Barradell (Chair), Cllr P. Balicki, Cllr H. Chambers, Cllr R. 

Collard, Cllr K. Dunk, Cllr E. McCarthy, Cllr S. Walker  

 

In attendance: The Clerk (N. Webster), and 2 parishioners. 

 

Meeting commenced 19:35 

 

The Chair opened the meeting with a statement regarding the death of His Royal Highness 

Prince Philip The Duke of Edinburgh and there was a period of silence. 

 

20/21-202.  To receive any apologies for absence and declarations of interest. 
Apologies were received from Cllr I. Stott (holiday) and County Cllr I. Bates. 

Cllr A. Goodridge was absent. 

19:38 Meeting closed  

MoP1 requested that item 20/21-230 Councillors’ items was discussed before the confidential 

items at 20/21-224-229. 

19:39 Meeting reopened 

20/21-203.  To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1st 
March, the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd March, the 
minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 16th March, and the minutes of 
the Finance Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 6th April. 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held Monday 1st 

March 2021 were approved as a true record, Cllr H. Chambers 2nd,  6 Cllrs in favour, 1 Cllr 

abstained. 

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1st March 

2021 were approved as a true record. 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held Tuesday 

23rd March 2021 were approved as a true record, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd,  4 Cllrs in favour, 3 Cllrs 

abstained. 

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd 

March 2021 were approved as a true record. 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting held Tuesday 

16th March 2021 were approved as a true record, Cllr R. Collard 2nd,  3 Cllrs in favour, 4 Cllrs 

abstained. 
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It was resolved that the Minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 16th 

March 2021 were approved as a true record. 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held Tuesday 

6th April 2021 were approved as a true record, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd,  3 Cllrs in favour, 4 Cllrs 

abstained. 

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 6th 

April 2021 were approved as a true record. 

 

20/21-204. Matters arising from the last meeting including Clerk’s report – information 
only. No discussion and no decisions can be made – Local Government Act 1972 s12 10(2) (b) 
states that business must be specified. 
Rural Community Energy Fund 
The pre-application questionnaire has been sent to the local energy hub and the Clerk is 

awaiting a response. 

PC26 (Near the pavilion) 
The remedial work to this lamppost which is leaning and unstable has been authorised using 

the Clerk/Chair authority and will cost £120 +VAT. It is on the K&M Lighting program of 

works and should be completed by the end of this week. 

Council Tax 
Whilst the Parish Council have resolved to keep the precept amount the same at £30,600, 

the tax base has reduced from 455 to 450 so this equates to a 1.1% increase in the amount 

paid by homeowners. The tax base is calculated by looking at the equivalent number of 

band D properties in the Parish, adding the number of houses due to be built and taking 

away those properties in receipt of council tax support or single person supplement. In the 

case of Hilton, the tax base has been reduced due to the increase of properties in receipt of 

council tax support. 

Councillors’ Outstanding Items 
Could those Councillors who have not yet submitted their DPI forms or bio/photo for the 

website to the Clerk please do so ASAP. 

Easter Cross on the Green 
Permission was granted by the Clerk under the Scheme of Delegation. 

Heavy Rainfall Report 
This has been published on the website and a post linking to it has been put on Facebook. 

Playground Inspection 
Wicksteed have been appointed to carry out the inspection and hope to do so in early May. 

Clerk’s Contract 
The contract has been drafted and awaits the confirmation regarding pensions (on this 

agenda) before it can be signed. 

A428 Development Consent Order 
The DCO has been submitted and accepted for examination. The next community forum 

meeting will be on Wednesday 28th April. 
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A14 Parish Legacy Fund 
The Officer leading this project has left HE and has advised: 

“I know you have already been in contact with Katie and Jarek and that they have started to 

look at the feasibility of the path round the large pond.  We will obviously try to give you 

what you have requested, but I wanted to give you the heads-up that preliminary reviews 

are indicating the cost could be more than we have set aside (which is £50k that we are 

unable add to), so it is likely Katie will be coming to you with options for the PC to 

consider.  I thought I should pass on this news rather than leaving it for Katie to do but do 

hope a suitable solution is possible.” 

I have not yet received the “options” but will follow this up. 

Optimum Card 
The Optimum prepaid MasterCard account has now been closed and the Equals card is now 

up and running. 

Ivy Cutting 
Cllr Ian Stott organised remote working ivy cutting where he assigned different areas to 

volunteers to ensure there was social distancing. A thank you message has been sent to the 

volunteers that took part. 

Operation Forth Bridge 
Due to the current national guidelines, the Council will not be providing a physical book of 

condolence. Instead, an online book of condolence is now available on the Parish Council 

website and the Clerk has put notices up to this effect. These notices also advise those 

parishioners that are unable to use a book of condolence that they can contact the Clerk 

who will make the entry on their behalf. In accordance with the wishes of the Duke of 

Edinburgh, the laying of flowers is discouraged and parishioners who wish to do something 

are encouraged to donate to charity instead. 

20/21-205. Finance Committee 
20/21-205.1  To receive and discuss the financial reports 
Cllr P. Balicki proposed that the Council receive the financial reports and thank the RFO for 

completing the year end finances promptly, Cllr G. Barradell 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council receive the financial reports and thank the RFO for 

completing the year end finances promptly. 

20/21-205.2 To agree the levels of earmarked reserves 
Cllr P. Balicki proposed that the Council accept the levels of earmarked reserves, Cllr G. 

Barradell 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council accept the levels of earmarked reserves. 

20/21-205.3 To review and adopt the Asset Management Plan 
Cllr P. Balicki proposed that the Council adopt the Asset Management Plan in its draft form, 

Cllr G. Barradell 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council adopt the Asset Management Plan in its draft form. 
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20/21-206. Policy Group – to review and adopt the following policies: 
20/21-206.1  Grant Awarding Policy and Form 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council adopt the Grant Awarding Policy and Form, Cllr 

H. Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council adopt the Grant Awarding Policy and Form. 

20/21-206.2 Expenses Policy 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council adopt the Expenses Policy, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd, 6 

Cllrs in favour, 1 Cllr against. 

It was resolved that the Council adopt the Expenses Policy. 

20/21-206.3 Sickness Absence Policy 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council adopt the Sickness Absence Policy, Cllr H. 

Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council adopt the Sickness Absence Policy. 

20/21-206.4 Finance Committee Terms of Reference 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council adopt the Finance Committee Terms of 

Reference, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council adopt the Finance Committee Terms of Reference. 

20/21-207. Code of Conduct 
20/21-207.1  To discuss and decide whether to adopt the new model code of conduct 
Cllr P. Balicki proposed that the Council ask the Clerk to contact the Monitoring Officer at 

Huntingdonshire District Council to query whether HDC are adopting the new model code of 

conduct and whether they will be offering training to Parish Councils, Cllr G. Barradell 2nd, all 

Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council ask the Clerk to contact the Monitoring Officer at 

Huntingdonshire District Council to query whether HDC are adopting the new model code 

of conduct and whether they will be offering training to Parish Councils. 

20/21-207.2 To discuss and decide whether to send councillors to the code of conduct 
training - £40 per councillor 
There was no resolution at this item as it was superseded by the resolution at item 20/21-

207.1. 

20/21-208. To receive an update regarding the situation regarding remote meetings and 
call for evidence 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the response to this call for evidence is delegated to the 

Clerk and the Chair, Cllr H. Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the response to this call for evidence is delegated to the Clerk and the 

Chair. 

20/21-209. To receive an update regarding the current LHI bid and decide on any next 
steps 
Cllr P. Balicki proposed that the Clerk contact CCC and advise them that Hilton Parish Council 

will contribute £9,000 for this project, Cllr K. Dunk 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Clerk contact CCC and advise them that Hilton Parish Council will 

contribute £9,000 for this project. 
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20/21-210. To receive an update from the NMU working group regarding the non-
motorised users’ route  
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council receive this update, Cllr H. Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs 

in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council receive this update. 

20/21-211. To receive an update regarding the library in the bus shelter and decide upon 
any next steps 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council enter into conversation with the Church with 

regards to putting the Community Library in the Church, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd, 5 Cllrs in favour, 2 

Cllrs abstained. 

It was resolved that the Council enter into conversation with the Church with regards to 

putting the Community Library in the Church. 

20/21-212. To discuss and decide whether to use the current email distribution list to 
forward information from the Papworth Surgery Patient Link Committee 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that Hilton Parish Council decline this request, Cllr R. Collard 2nd, 6 

Cllrs in favour, 1 abstained. 

It was resolved that Hilton Parish Council decline this request. 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council post the Patient Link Committee contact details 

on the Parish Council website and link to the Hilton Community Website where the 

newsletter is published, Cllr R. Collard 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council post the Patient Link Committee contact details on the 

Parish Council website and link to the Hilton Community Website where the newsletter is 

published. 

20/21-213. To discuss and decide to employ a mole catcher on the Green around the 
churchyard 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council employ a mole catcher at a cost of £80, Cllr S. 

Walker 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council employ a mole catcher at a cost of £80. 

20/21-214. To receive an update regarding the horses riding across the Green and decide 
upon any next steps 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council take no further action at this stage and thank the 

Clerk for the signs and the letter, Cllr H. Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council take no further action at this stage and thank the Clerk for 

the signs and the letter. 

20/21-215. To discuss and decide whether to respond to the Oxford to Cambridge railway 
consultation 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that Hilton Parish Council comment on this consultation to make 

sure that construction traffic does not come through Hilton, Cllr E. McCarthy 2nd, all Cllrs in 

favour. 

It was resolved that Hilton Parish Council comment on this consultation to make sure that 

construction traffic does not come through Hilton. 
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Cllr S. Walker proposed that Hilton Parish Council comment on this consultation that Hilton 

is in favour of the development of this railway line, Cllr E. McCarthy 2nd, 4 Cllrs in favour, 1 

Cllr against, 2 Cllrs abstained. 

It was resolved that Hilton Parish Council comment on this consultation that Hilton is in 

favour of the development of this railway line. 

20/21-216. To agree to purchase wood for the repair of the fences – cost £365.69 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council agree to purchase oak timber at a cost of 

£365.69, Cllr S. Walker 2nd, all Cllr in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council agree to purchase oak timber at a cost of £365.69. 

20/21-217. To discuss and decide whether to purchase additional litter pickers and agree 
the process for lending them to parishioners 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council purchase 8 more litter pickers at a cost of £23.00, 

Cllr E. McCarthy 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council purchase 8 more litter pickers at a cost of £23.00. 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council advertise that there are litter pickers available 

and follow up each year to check that the litter pickers are still in use, Cllr H. Chambers 2nd, 

all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council advertise that there are litter pickers available and follow 

up each year to check that the litter pickers are still in use. 

20/21-218. To receive feedback regarding the Annual Parish Meeting 
Cllrs discussed the Annual Parish Meeting. 

There was no resolution at this item. 

20/21-219. To agree to purchase a minute book for the Annual Parish Meeting minutes – 
cost £81 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council purchase a minute book at a cost of £81, Cllr H. 

Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council purchase a minute book at a cost of £81. 

20/21-220. To discuss and decide whether to agree to the siting of the replacement WI 
bench near the maze as per the previous plan and agreement by the PC 
Cllr S. Walker proposed that the Council agree to re-site the new bench in replacement of 

the old WI bench in the original position where it was previously, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd, all Cllrs in 

favour. 

It was resolved that the Council agree to re-site the new bench in replacement of the old 

WI bench in the original position where it was previously. 

20/21-221. To receive an update regarding the Living Sport grant application 
Cllr H. Chambers proposed that the Council receive this update, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd, all Cllrs in 

favour. 

It was resolved that the Council receive this update. 

20/21-222. Payments received - Sale of 4 maps – total £20 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that item 20/21-230 was moved forward on the agenda, Cllr H. 

Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that item 20/21-230 was moved forward on the agenda. 
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20/21-230. Councillors’ items – information only. No discussion and no decisions can be 
made – Local Government Act 1972 s12 10(2) (b) states that business must be specified. 
Cllr S. Walker stated that a parishioner has volunteered to carry out some maintenance 

work on the bench at the end of Westbrook. 

20/21-223. Approve payments 

Minute 
Ref 

Payee Description Amount Method Legislation 

20/21-
223.1 

JSC Services Maintenance 
Contract - 
Mar 

£660.00 S/O Open Spaces Act 1906 s10 - 
Power to maintain open 
spaces 

20/21-
223.2 

Ecotricity Electricity 
Supply - Mar 

£11.99 DD Local Government Act 1972 - 
s133 - Community buildings 

20/21-
223.3 

Nicola 
Webster 

Salary - Mar £799.24 S/O Local Government Act 1972 - 
s112 - Power to appoint staff 

20/21-
223.4 

Microsoft Office 
Package - 
Mar 

£11.28 BACS Local Government Act 1972 - 
s111 - Subsidiary powers 

20/21-
223.5 

Opus Street 
Lighting 
Energy - Mar 

£141.69 DD Parish Councils Act 1957 – s3 
– Power to light roads and 
public places 

20/21-
223.6 

Zoom Pro Account 
- Mar 

£14.39 Equals 
Card 

Local Government Act 1972 - 
s111 - Subsidiary powers 

20/21-
223.7 

Optimum Closure Fee £5.00 Optimum 
DC 

Local Government Act 1972 - 
s111 - Subsidiary powers 

20/21-
223.8 

Nicola 
Webster 

Overtime - 
Mar 

£261.29 BACS Local Government Act 1972 - 
s112 - Power to appoint staff 

20/21-
223.9 

Nicola 
Webster 

CiLCA Hours 
- Mar 

£34.58 BACS Local Government Act 1972 - 
s112 - Power to appoint staff 

20/21-
223.10 

Thames 
Labs 

Asbestos 
Testing 

£42.00 Equals 
Card 

Local Government Act 1972 - 
s111 - Subsidiary powers 

20/21-
223.11 

Unity Trust Charges - 
01/01-
31/03/21 

£18.00 DD Local Government Act 1972 - 
s111 - Subsidiary powers 

20/21-
223.12 

K&M 
Lighting 
Services Ltd 

Lighting 
Maintenance 
- Apr-Jun 

£169.60 BACS Parish Councils Act 1957 – s3 
– Power to light roads and 
public places 

20/21-
223.13 

Charlie 
Vince Tree 
Surgery Ltd 

Tree Work £936.00 BACS Open Spaces Act 1906 s10 - 
Power to maintain open 
spaces 

20/21-
223.14 

Cambridge 
Trees Ltd 

Tree Work £960.00 BACS Open Spaces Act 1906 s10 - 
Power to maintain open 
spaces 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that these payments are approved, Cllr H. Chambers 2nd, all Cllrs 

in favour. 
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It was resolved that these payments are approved. 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 

interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at agenda 

items 20/21-224, 20/21-225, 20/21-226, 20/21-227, 20/21/228 and 20/21-229 regarding the 

Clerk’s appraisal, objectives, salary, overtime and job description it was advisable in the 

public interest that the Public and Press be temporarily excluded from this meeting, Cllr S. 

Walker 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason 

of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at agenda items 20/21-224, 

20/21-225, 20/21-226, 20/21-227, 20/21/228 and 20/21-229 regarding the Clerk’s 

appraisal, objectives, salary, overtime and job  

description it was advisable in the public interest that the Public and Press be temporarily 

excluded from this meeting. 

21:13 The public left the meeting 

20/21-224. To consider and decide upon the amount of the working from home allowance 
with regards to the HMRC guideline amount - £6 per week 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council provide the Clerk with £6 per week working from 

home allowance, Cllr P. Balicki 2nd, 5 Cllrs in favour, 2 Cllrs abstained. 

It was resolved that the Council provide the Clerk with £6 per week working from home 

allowance. 

20/21-225. To discuss and decide whether to join the NEST pension scheme 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council form a NEST pension scheme for the Clerk, Cllr R. 

Collard 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council form a NEST pension scheme for the Clerk. 

20/21-226. To receive the results of the Clerk’s appraisal from the appraisal panel and 
review the objectives and decide whether to award the salary increment – cost £23.92 per 
month 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council received the results of the Clerk’s appraisal and 

agree to award the salary increment at an additional cost of £23.92 per month, Cllr K. Dunk 

2nd, 6 Cllrs in favour, 1 Cllr abstained. 

It was resolved that the Council received the results of the Clerk’s appraisal and agree to 

award the salary increment at an additional cost of £23.92 per month. 

Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council accept the objectives set by the appraisal panel, 

Cllr R. Collard 2nd, 6 Cllrs in favour, 1 Cllr abstained. 

It was resolved that the Council accept the objectives set by the appraisal panel. 

20/21-227. To agree the changes to the Clerk’s job description 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council agree to add the phrase “To act as the Website 

Administrator in accordance with the Media Policy and be responsible for the maintenance  
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and management of the Council website, Facebook page and email distribution list.” to the 

Clerk’s job description, Cllr H. Chambers 2nd, 6 Cllrs in favour, 1 Cllr abstained. 

It was resolved that the Council agree to add the phrase “To act as the Website 

Administrator in accordance with the Media Policy and be responsible for the 

maintenance and management of the Council website, Facebook page and email 

distribution list.” to the Clerk’s job description. 

20/21-228. To discuss and decide upon a process for overtime 
Cllr K. Dunk proposed that the Council agree that the Chair can authorise overtime up to the 

limit in the financial regulations per month, Cllr G. Barradell 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council agree that the Chair can authorise overtime up to the limit 

in the financial regulations per month. 

20/21-229. To discuss and decide whether to send the Clerk on training regarding 
“Understanding elections and the Clerk’s role” - cost £30 
Cllr G. Barradell proposed that the Council agree that training is a good thing, so the Council 

agree to this training at a cost of £30, Cllr E. McCarthy 2nd, all Cllrs in favour. 

It was resolved that the Council agree that training is a good thing, so the Council agree to 

this training at a cost of £30. 

 

The next Council meeting will be the Annual meeting of the Parish Council which will be on 

Tuesday 4th May 2021. 

 

There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 21:35. 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………Date…………………………………. 
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