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Minutes of the Meeting of Hilton Parish Council 
on Monday 7th March 2022 at 19:30 in Hilton 
Village Hall 

 

Present: Cllr G. Barradell (Vice-Chair and took the Chair), Cllr R. Collard, Cllr 

H. Chambers, Cllr K. Dunk, Cllr E. McCarthy, Cllr I. Stott, Cllr S. Suckling, Cllr 

S. Walker 

 

In attendance: The Clerk (N. Webster), County Cllr Doug Dew and 4 

parishioners 

 

Meeting commenced 19:30 

 

21/22-192.  To receive any apologies for absence and declarations of interest. 
Apologies received from Cllr P. Balicki (holiday) 

Cllr H. Chambers declared a non-pecuniary interest in 21/22-207.1 as she is the Chair of the 

Community Garden Committee 

 

Meeting closed 19:30 

 

MoP1 reiterated the point that he has suggested that a member of the Village Hall 

Management Committee should be on the Jubilee working group and that there was not a 

member of the working group at the recent Village Hall meeting. Cllr Heather Chambers 

advised that she attended that meeting as a representative of the Parish Council. 

 

County Cllr Doug Dew advised that HDC has set their budget for the year with an increase of 

3.5 % above last year and this year had a slight surplus which is good. HDC services were 

intact throughout the pandemic unlike neighbouring councils. The planning department has 

been quite poor, which has been a nationwide problem finding good officers. A new head of 

planning services and head of development services have been appointed and are now in 

place so there should be some improvements. On the budget, it is balanced this year due to 

the new homes bonus. Next year the council will have to look carefully at its budget but has 

made several successful investments which provide a third of their income. 

 

County Cllr Doug Dew advised that CCC has received a one-off grant from central 

government which has provided a balanced budget. They have increased their rate by 5%. 

This is due to the devolution of children and adult services and the fact that their budget is 

separate. The Green and Environment Committee has adopted the flood plan. Highways 

Committee has produced a work programme for the next year, which is active travel centric  
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and focussed on walking and cycling. It includes little improvement in this area and our Non-

Motorised Users route is not included in the budget, but Doug will be questioning this. 

There is an increase in spending but mostly on cycling and walking in Cambridge and South 

Cambs. Doug is questioning why there is not more spending in the rural areas of the County. 

The Partnership Group are meeting, and they have received some grants for specific things 

like domestic violence. Doug had a meeting with Mayor Nik Johnson who is also focussed on 

active travel. Doug showed Nik some of the roads in our area where cycling and walking is 

too dangerous. Nik advised that he would consider some of Doug’s proposals and would 

reopen the Huntingdon-St Ives plan and ask him to extend the plan to the junctions at 

Galley Hill.  

 

Clare Tevlin advised that she is the Liberal Democrat candidate for the district council 

election and has worked on the local transport and connectivity plan. She advised that she is 

looking to hear about the issues affecting Hilton and asked that if there are any issues 

people email her. 

 

Meeting opened 19:41 

 

21/22-193.  To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th 
February and the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd 
February. 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th February are 

approved as a true record. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd 

February are approved as a true record. 

21/22-194. Matters arising from the last meeting including Clerk’s report – information 
only. No discussion and no decisions can be made – Local Government Act 1972 s12 10(2) (b) 
states that business must be specified. 
Interest Rate 
The interest rate on the savings account increased on 04/02/22 from 0.15% to 0.25% 

2022/23 Precept Letter 
The tax base has increased from 450 to 455 properties and the band D precept amount has 

been set as £69.34 (it was £68 in 2021/22). 

Graveley Way Streetlights 
The streetlights that were installed on Graveley Way as part of the 2010 LHI bid for traffic 

calming are not on the maintenance/ownership lists for either CCC or the PC. One of these 

streetlights is not working and the Clerk is querying ownership with Local Projects. 

Church Lane Parking 
The Clerk has emailed Cllr David Mead regarding this issue, and he is following up with the 

parishioners. 
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Community Garden Easements 
The Community Garden group have reported that they have used their vehicular access 5 

times since 1st September. 

21/22-195. To review and ratify the decisions made under the scheme of delegation  
The Clerk attended the CAPALC training “Understanding elections and the Clerk’s role” at a 

cost of £30. Cllr Peter Balicki was consulted. 

A quote from the Council was requested for the press release concerning the roll out of the 

full-fibre broadband in the village and the Clerk and Cllr Peter Balicki drafted a quote that 

was attributed to the Chairman. 

An email was sent to the distribution list to organise an ivy cutting working party and also 

posted to the website and Facebook. Cllr Ian Stott drafted the message. 

RESOLVED that these decisions are ratified. 

21/22-196. Green Open Spaces Working Group 
21/22-196.1.  Report from working group 
The response to the ivy cutting request for volunteers has not been as high as previously so 

Cllr Ian Stott is going to draft a reminder to be sent by the Clerk. 

Cllr Ian Stott and the Clerk are yet to meet with National Highways to sign off the works to 

the Ware. 

HDC have not granted the permission for the works to the trees, so the tree work is 

currently delayed. Cllr Ian Stott is following up on this. 

A volunteer group cleared the fallen trees after the recent storms. There was a willow tree 

at the end of Reeve Ditch which had been partially cut through prior to the storms and 

therefore fell.  

Cllr Ian Stott and the Clerk met with the CCC Officer responsible for the flooding grant 

regarding the dredging of the ponds. The Officer has advised that they are looking at this bid 

in a favourable manner but need to clarify some details before a decision can be made. The 

Officer suggested digging a silt trap in the small pond in Graveley Way and the Clerk is 

obtaining a quote for this. 

21/22-196.2. To discuss and decide upon actions with regards to the Maintenance Contract 
– cost approximately £8,700 - £26,595 
RESOLVED that the Council accept the quotations from contractors C & E which combined 

gives a total spend of £8,800 per year. 

21/22-196.3. To discuss and decide upon authorising additional works to cut back the 
excessive growth on the far bank of the Ware, Gravely Way – additional estimated cost up to 
£1200 
RESOLVED that the Council authorise the contractor to carry out these works up to the 

value of £1,000. 

21/22-197. To receive an update regarding the 2021/22 LHI bid for a 24hr HGV ban on the 
B1040 
The Chairman thanked County Cllr Doug Dew, HAT and all of those involved in achieving this 

HGV ban. Local Projects has advised that they hope to install the signs in mid-May, however 

the Clerk has been advised by the Highways department that this deadline is unrealistic. 
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21/22-198. To receive an update regarding the 2022/23 LHI bid for a 30mph speed limit 
on the Green 
Cllr Sarah Suckling reported that she and Cllr Peter Balicki attended the Zoom meeting with 

the LHI Panel. Peter read the agreed 500-word document and there were a couple of 

questions regarding the location of the road.  

21/22-199. To discuss the upcoming election and participating in the NALC national 
advertising campaign to advise residents to “make a change and become a councillor” 
RESOLVED that Hilton Parish Council join the NALC campaign to “make a change and 

become a councillor”. 

21/22-200.  To discuss and decide upon purchasing new nets for the football goals – cost 
£49.98-£60.00 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council purchased the pair of nets from The Soccer Store at cost 

of £60 as they are 3mm cords rather than 2.5mm. 

21/22-201.  To consider and decide whether to pass the following motion - This Council 
supports the petition launched by ADSO and LLG on 5 January with regard to remote and 
hybrid meetings. We agree to write to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities calling on the Government to change the law to allow councils the flexibility to 
hold such meetings when they deem appropriate within agreed rules and procedures 
RESOLVED that this Council supports the petition launched by ADSO and LLG on 5 January 

with regard to remote and hybrid meetings and agree to write to the Secretary of State for 

Levelling Up, Housing and Communities calling on the Government to change the law to 

allow councils the flexibility to hold such meetings when they deem appropriate within 

agreed rules and procedures. 

21/22-202. To consider and decide whether to pass the following motion - The council no 
longer receives reports from Community RoadWatch but will continue to do so from the 
police supported organisation, Speedwatch, which is a community scheme allowing 
volunteers to monitor the speed of passing vehicles using a speed detection device 
RESOLVED that the council no longer receives reports from Community RoadWatch but will 

continue to do so from the police supported organisation, Speedwatch, which is a 

community scheme allowing volunteers to monitor the speed of passing vehicles using a 

speed detection device 

21/22-203. To consider and decide upon the request to erect the Easter cross on the 
Green from Friday 16th April to Tuesday 20th April 
RESOLVED that permission is granted to erect the Easter cross on the Green from Friday 16th 

April to Tuesday 20th April. 

21/22-204. To discuss and decide whether to renew the CAPALC membership – cost 
£392.70 
RESOLVED that the Council decide to renew the CAPALC membership at a cost of £392.70. 

21/22-205. To discuss and decide whether to comment on the current secondary public 
consultation on proposed constituency boundary changes 
RESOLVED that the Council do not respond to this consultation. 
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21/22-206. To approve the road closure requests for both the Jubilee Weekend (02/06-
05/06/22) and Feast Week (24/07-30/07/22) 
RESOLVED that the Council accept the request for these road closures. 

21/22-207. To receive an update regarding the plans for the Jubilee Weekend and 
consider the Parish Council event 
Cllr K. Dunk advised that the PC working group will be meeting on Tuesday 8th March. 

Cllr H. Chambers reported that the Village Hall open meeting was attended by various 

groups and a rough plan of events had been formed. Other activities were also proposed 

such as flags or street parties.  

21/22-207.1 To consider whether to grant permission to the Community Garden Group to 
hold their event on the Wilderness and to place plants in a frame on the Green by the Maze 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council grant permission to the Community Garden Group to hold 

their event on the Wilderness and to place plants in a frame on the Green by the Maze. 

21/22-207.2 To consider the suggestion that the Parish Council run an event using their 
croquet, boules, rounders and skittles equipment 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council is happy to loan the equipment to Cllr Heather Chambers 

for a sports event at her own risk. 

21/22-207.3 To consider the proposed Parish Council event on Thursday 2nd June 
This item is deferred until after the working group has met. 

21/22-208. To consider whether to allow comments to be visible on the Facebook page 
and for the policy group to meet to review the Media Policy and propose any other 
appropriate changes to the full council 
RESOLVED that the Facebook page will continue to be managed in its current form and that 

the policy will be revised accordingly by the Policy Group. 

21/22-209. To consider and decide upon the request to park buses on the edge of the 
Green on Friday 3rd June to commemorate the anniversary of the relocation of the Whippet 
coach depot 
RESOLVED that the Council would like more information and ask the Clerk to contact 

Whippet. 

21/22-210. To consider how to carry out the community engagement portion of the 
2023/24 LHI bid 
RESOLVED that this item is deferred to the next meeting. 

21/22-211. To consider whether to participate in the Great British Spring Clean and set a 
date 
RESOLVED that there will be a message on the website and Facebook that there will not be 

a village event as there is not enough litter within the 30mph limits but ask parishioners to 

continue collecting litter as they have been. 

21/22-212. To note the NALC Salary Scales for 2021/22 and authorise the payment of 
backdated salary increase to 1st April 2021 in this financial year – estimated amount £163.28 
RESOLVED that the new salary scales are accepted and that the backdated salary of £165.50 

is paid in this financial year. 

21/22-213. To discuss and decide whether to adopt the LGA Model Code of Conduct 
RESOLVED that the Council adopt the new LGA Model Code of Conduct. 
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21/22-214. To receive the financial reports 
RESOLVED that these reports are received. 

21/22-215. Payments received: None 
21/22-216. Approve payments  

Minute 
Ref 

Payee Description Amount Method Legislation 

21/22-
216.1 

JSC 
Services 

Maintenance 
Contract - Feb 

£660.00 S/O Open Spaces Act 1906 s10 - 
Power to maintain open 
spaces 

21/22-
216.2 

Ecotricity Electricity 
Supply - Feb 

£17.04 DD General Power of 
Competence 

21/22-
216.3 

Nicola 
Webster 

Payroll - Feb £899.27 S/O General Power of 
Competence 

21/22-
216.4 

Opus Street Lighting 
Energy - Feb 

£160.77 DD Parish Councils Act 1957 – s3 
– Power to light roads and 
public places 

21/22-
216.5 

Microsoft Office Package - 
Feb 

£11.28 BACS General Power of 
Competence 

21/22-
216.6 

Crazy 
Domains 

Website Hosting £14.08 Equals 
Card 

General Power of 
Competence 

21/22-
216.7 

JSC 
Services 

Cricket Pitch - 
29/01 

£45.00 BACS Open Spaces Act 1906 s10 - 
Power to maintain open 
spaces 

RESOLVED that these payments are approved 

21/22-217. Councillors’ items – information only. No discussion and no decisions can be 
made – Local Government Act 1972 s12 10(2) (b) states that business must be specified. 
There were no councillors’ items. 

RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 

confidential nature of the business to be transacted at agenda item 21/22-218 regarding the 

solicitors’ correspondence it is advisable in the public interest that the Public and Press be 

temporarily excluded from this meeting whilst these items are discussed. 

21:12 The public left the room. 

21/22-218. To consider the correspondence regarding the confidential solicitors’ matter. 
RESOLVED that the Council answer the solicitor’s letter but would not be prepared to share 

to costs of a surveyor. 

 

The next full Council meeting will be on Monday 4th April 2022. 

 

There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 21:24. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………Date……………………………. 


