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Minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting on Monday 28th March 
2022 at 19:30 in Hilton Village Hall 

 

Present: Cllr P. Balicki (Chairman), Cllr R. Collard, Cllr E. McCarthy, Cllr S. Walker 

In attendance: The Clerk (N. Webster), Malcolm Lynn (Town Trust), Sue Clark (Hilton WI), 

Aileen Murch (Hilton Community Garden Group), Margaret Shardlow (Royal British Legion), 

Julie Briggs (Royal British Legion and Hilton Wildlife Conservation Group), Ken Attwood 

(HAT) and 4 parishioners. 

 

Meeting commenced 19:30 

Welcome & Introduction 
Cllr P. Balicki introduced himself and welcomed attendees to the Annual Parish Meeting 

Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr G. Barradell, Cllr H. Chambers, Cllr I. Stott, County Cllr 

Doug Dew and District Cllr David Mead.  

To Approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd 
March 2021 
It was RESOLVED that these minutes were approved as a true record. 

Annual Review of the Parish Council Business – Chairman’s Report for 
2021/22 
Report from the Chairman of Hilton Parish Council – Cllr Peter Balicki 

Last year’s meeting covered 2 years due to COVID but this year’s meeting only covers a year 

so my report will be shorter. 

The Parish Council has continued to undertake its role and duties but in the year that will 

end on 31 March 2022 there have been a couple of major achievements which I would like 

to comment on. 

Firstly, approval for a 24 hour ban on HGVs along the B1040 was approved by 

Cambridgeshire County Council. This has been something lobbied for in the village for a 

number of years and the success of the Parish Council’s Local Highway Initiative bid has 

been the culmination of all the work undertaken by various groups in the village over that 

period of time. I would like to thank everyone who has participated in whatever way they  
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have over the years to help get this decision made. Hopefully, we will see this ban 

implemented in the next 3 months. 

Secondly, the Parish Council was successful in securing a legacy grant from Highways 

England that allowed the work to be undertaken to repair the bank of The Ware along 

Graveley Way. The bank had been eroding over the years and when this was highlighted a 

few years ago it was clear there was going to be debate/dispute over who owned the bank 

and who was responsible for repairing it with costs of in excess of £30,000 quoted for its 

repair. The main body of work has been completed. There is some remedial work to be 

undertaken to look at surface water collecting on the road and again I am hopeful that this 

will be concluded in the next 3 months. 

The Parish Council is responsible for some of the street lighting in the village, maintenance 

of ponds, ditches, trees, and grass cutting. Councillor Ian Stott must be thanked for his 

continued work regarding trees. Ian has been involved with the tree surveys on the green 

for more years than I am sure he would like to remember and has a knowledge of the trees 

around the village that is second to none. He is on the Green Open Spaces committee and 

helps to manage the maintenance contract and look at other areas of work that need 

attending to around the village. I would like to thank our maintenance contractor John 

Carter for continuing his work through the year. Additional thanks go to Duncan McMichael 

for the additional work he has undertaken at times. There has again been some work carried 

out on easier to access trees by various councillors saving the Parish some expenditure 

Special thanks must go to Graham Barradell, Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for all the 

unpaid work he undertakes around the village tidying and maintaining areas of the green 

and playground on behalf of the village. Thank you, Graham, for this and your support over 

the year as Vice Chairman.  

The firework display this year was one of the best. Attendance was high, perhaps as a 

reflection of people wanting to get out again after the couple of years of pandemic and the 

Parish Council would like to thank the firework team for putting on a great show, Feast 

Week for providing refreshments and Councillors and volunteers for manning the event and 

collecting takings.  

As you will be aware the Parish Council also makes recommendations to Huntingdon District 

Council on planning applications via the planning committee. Graham Barradell and I 

attended meetings of the local Development Management Committee regarding 

development of the land at the top of Church End under a Rural Exception Housing scheme. 

The majority of parishioners who had expressed a view on this development had objected 

to it and we presented that view to the committee. At the first meeting the scheme was 

refused but the applicant lodged an appeal threatening legal action against Huntingdon 

District Council and at the second meeting this was approved despite it falling outside the 

Councils policy requirements for rural exception housing. The Parish Council looked at 

seeking a judicial review, but the overall cost involved in this procedure was prohibitive with 

no guarantee that the decision would be reversed. The Parish Council could have also been 

landed with the District Councils legal fees and it was decided not to proceed. It is a pity that 

a housing development can be foisted on a small development when clearly the  
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parishioners have expressed views that they do not want it, it is turning agricultural land to 

development and is outside the line of existing development. We are not the only 

settlement to be affected in this way over the country and I feel it is a shame as there is 

clearly only one beneficiary with no thought for the communities affected. 

Nicola Webster continues to serve the Parish Council excellently in her role of the Clerk. The 

council recognised that the work Nicola undertakes was difficult to complete in the allotted 

hours and so increased these to 12 hours per week from 10 this year. Nicola has ensured 

that the council meets its legislative requirements and at the beginning of the year ensured 

the requirements of online meetings were sorted out.  

The councillors have been excellent over the year, and we were pleased to welcome Sarah 

Suckling as a councillor. As Chairman I have appreciated the support I have received form 

councillors and the clerk alike over the year and I would like to thank them all for their hard 

work and time in serving the village throughout the last year.  

I would also like to thank County Councillor Doug Dew for his support in the LHI bid for the 

HGV ban and for his support on matters regarding the planning application. 

I now look forward to receiving the reports form the Clerk and representatives of other 

groups within the village. 

Parish Council Financial Report for 2021/22 
Nicola Webster presented the accounts from 2021/22 in her role as Responsible Financial 

Officer. She noted that the accounts were incomplete as the financial year has not yet 

ended and therefore also unaudited. 

Financial Year ending 31st March 2022 
• The precept amount remained the same as the previous financial year at £30,600. 

• The Council received a payment of £12,500 in return for granting an easement. 

• The income from the Bonfire Night event was higher than expected at £2,319.68. 

• The cost of payroll increased from £8,731 to £10,945. This is due to the Clerk’s hours 

being increased from 10 to 12 per week and also the pension contributions. 

• The cost of maintaining the cricket outfield increased to £900. This was due to the fact 

that there were ideal grass growing conditions which necessitated additional cuts 

throughout the year. 

• The Council spent £365 on wood to replace the fence by the ditch near the Pavilion. 

• The Council spent £2,050 resurfacing the path from the Church to Church Lane. 

• The subscriptions appear low for 2021/22 due to the fact that the CAPALC invoice was 

paid in 2020/21. 

• Utility costs have increased from £1,695 to £1,927. Whilst we have a fixed cost tariff for 

the street lighting energy (whose costs have remained the same), the cost of electricity 

for the Pavilion has increased from £117 to £165 and the cost of water from £65 to £97. 

There was also a payment of £162 for the energy supplied for the lighting in the 

churchyard which covered both 2019 and 2020. 
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• The Council made several donations including £95 to the Community Garden for their 

insurance, £70 to Hilton WI for the engraved plaques on their bench, £200 to Spectrum 

and £60 to the Royal British Legion 

• There was a significant legal spend of £1,000 for solicitor’s advice in the planning matter 

regarding the proposed development of houses in Church End. 

• The Council received a grant from Living Sport of £1,464 which was used to purchase 

sports equipment for parishioners to hire and run activities on the Green, such as Tai 

Chi and Keep Fit. 

• The reserves have not yet been agreed by the Council, but if the recommended 

amounts are earmarked, the general reserves will be at £7,638, which is lower than the 

agreed 50% of precept. 

2022/23 Financial Year 
• The Parish Council has resolved to increase the precept to £31,550, which is an increase 

of £950 or 3.1% 

• The tax base has increased from 450 to 455 (which reverses last year’s decrease) which 

means that the effective precept increase is 2%. 

• The tax base is calculated by looking at the equivalent number of band D properties in 

the Parish, adding the number of houses due to be built and taking away those 

properties in receipt of council tax support or single person supplement. In the case of 

Hilton, the tax base has been increased due to the decrease of properties in receipt of 

council tax support. 

Reports from Village Groups including Hilton Town Trust and Hilton 
WI 

Report from Cambridgeshire County Council – County Cllr Doug Dew (read by 
Cllr Peter Balicki) 

Budget & Underspend 

The new joint administration has set a balanced budget for the forthcoming year with just 

short of 5% increase, with 3% of that allocated to adults & young people social care. 

Adults & Young People 
These areas continue to be the areas of greatest demand on the council services. They have 

long been under funded, and it is hoped that the additional ring-fenced charge already 

mentioned will help in this area.  

Communities & Social Mobility and Inclusion 
This is a diverse committee that deals with many areas of social need throughout the 

County and also areas such as the libraries and hostels for victims of domestic abuse. 

Highways 
I was pleased to be able to support the villages aspirations to have the 7.5-ton limit 

increased to 24 hours a day. I am looking forward to it being implemented in the near  
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future. Unfortunately, despite the fact that it looked otherwise we still do not have a full 

time Highways Officer allocated to the division. It is something I am not happy about and 

have complained to Senior Officers who are trying to resolve the issue but there seems to 

be a shortage of Highways Officers in the country! 

A1307 / A14 
There are still some legacy problems to be dealt with and these are being slowly resolved. 

Interestingly many if not most of the trees that have been planted along the new A14 

appear to have died. The County Council recently passed a motion asking Highways England 

to sort this issue out. 

Flooding 
I have pushed via the County Council both Highways England and the Environment Agency 

regarding issues between Fenstanton and Hilton, around the new A14. This is ongoing and 

taking far longer than I had hoped for.  

The County Council, as lead flood authority, has published its strategic flood plan which 

should go some way to assist in matters in the future. 

Report from Huntingdonshire District Council – District Cllr David Mead (read by 
Cllr Peter Balicki) 
Please can you stress to anyone that needs to get hold of me that my mobile number is 

07715 002020 and my email address is david.mead@huntingdonshiredc.org.uk. Happy to 

help when I can. 

Report from Town Trust – Malcolm Lynn - Trustee 
Malcolm Lynn introduced himself as one of the PC Trustees and thanked the PC for 

nominating him. He also presented apologies from Phil Wood who is the Clerk. 

BACKGROUND 
The village of Hilton benefits from land and assets endowed over the centuries. The most 

recent definition of the charities was confirmed by a Deed dated 1899, in which year the 

gross yearly income from land and cottages was £41. 

 

We operate two Charities. The land and assets are held by the Estate Charity, the senior 

charity of the two.  

 

The 1899 deed requires that half of the annual income of the Estate Charity goes to the 

Parish Church to be used for repairs to the building; the other half is paid to the second 

charity, the Town Charity to be spent for the general benefit of the village. 

  

Both the Estate and Town Charities are administered by the Trustees and are chaired by the 

Revd David Busk.  

 

 

 

mailto:david.mead@huntingdonshiredc.org.uk
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The Parish Council appoints two trustees, presently Malcolm Lynn and Rachel Lawton; and 

the Church appoints the other two trustees, currently Nick Sarkies and Rachel Wood. Phil 

Wood is the Clerk. 

 

Trustees publish the purposes of the Charity in Spectrum each year, and the wider public is 

informed by the Charity Commission’s Directories. An annual report is sent to the Charity 

Commission. 

 

TOWN CHARITY REPORT FOR CALENDER YEARS 2021 
At the beginning of 2021, the Town Charity held £20,970 in hand.  

 

In 2021 income amounting to £5,000 was received from the Estate Charity & interest 

totalled £2.  

  

Although the Trustees have no specific mandate, a mix of grants are made under the 

general terms of the Deed including capital grants, educational grants, grants to 

organisations directly serving the needs of Hilton. 

 

Projects supported by the Town Charity in 2021 included: 

            £ 

Feast Week 2000 

Community Garden 1000 

Primary School outdoor play equipment 1000 

Replacing the WI bench on the Green 700 

Support to a family 200 

Village Panto 200 

 

The Town Charity had £20,862 in hand at 31/12/21 with an expected income for 2022 of 

£5,000. 

 

As always the Trustees remain open to proposals from villagers for either individual needs 

or community projects. Contact can be made with the Clerk, any Trustee or via the contact 

number in Spectrum. 

 

Report from Hilton Community Garden Group – Aileen Murch 
Aileen introduced herself. She advised that this time last time year they were forming a 

committee and thanked Dr & Mrs Randall for their generosity in providing the land. They 

have dug, mulched, and planted and it was very rewarding seeing the fruit of their labours. 

They have also installed a new path and three new trugs along with native hedging, bird 

feeders and bird boxes. There is a blue tit family in residence near the small pond. There are 

also seating areas, floral displays and a wrought iron sundial. The group has been working  
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together, sharing ideas and expertise, and striving to get the best for the garden. The 

committee is grateful to the many individuals who have donated time and money to the 

garden. Particular thanks go to the Chair Heather Chambers, committee members past & 

present, and Dr & Mrs Randall. They held a hugely successful summer event with 40 families 

attending with a tree trail, planting, and refreshments. They also held an autumn event, 

with pumpkin carving and autumn crafts. They have had a Cub group visit, two Duke of 

Edinburgh students who made a short film, and Cllr Simon Bywater of Huntingdonshire 

District Council. All visitors have said that the Community Garden is a real asset to Hilton 

village. They are not resting on their laurels, future projects include the erection of a 

polytunnel, and the installation of a whisky barrel pond. They are planning an event to 

enhance jubilee celebrations. Hilton Community Garden is your garden, and all are 

welcome, there might even be cake! 

Report from Hilton WI – Sue Clark – President 
As President of Hilton WI, I welcome the opportunity to once again provide a report of our 

doings for the past year. 

Last year I reported that the National Federation of WI’s had given each individual WI the 

flexibility to reduce their share of the annual membership and that as a result we were 

passing on the savings Hilton WI had made during the period of lockdown in full to our 

members. I was absolutely amazed and thrilled that ALL our members renewed their 

membership in April 2021. All 60 of them were on email which gave us strong base to 

continue keeping in touch with each other through this past year either by monthly zoom 

meetings, weekly tea-time chats and fortnightly Newsletters…or more recently with a return 

to face to face meetings. 

 

We of course had to stay flexible throughout the year as occasionally a booked speaker 

succumbed to covid, but we’ve had interesting talks on about the “must see Street in 

Cambridge”, Papworth Brewery, Wood Green animal shelter all on zoom and then talks in 

person from an author, from the Refill Shop of Ikigai in St Ives and from Adrian Arnold who 

sailed around the world and we’ve held our AGM and Christmas party.  

 

Our summer outing had been cancelled so, undaunted, we decided to travel independently 

in small groups to a local place of interest….in July ten of us enjoyed a guided tour by the 

Head Gardener of Burghley House to see his walled garden project, we plan to return this 

summer to see how he has progressed. 

 

We held our annual Summer Buffet in the Village Hall in August following all covid 

regulations and safety precautions.  

 

In September three of our members set up a Sunflower Trail throughout the village…the 

Sunflower is the emblem of the National Federation of WIs, the trail was to advertise Hilton  
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WI and welcome new members. The anagrams on the Sunflower petals were quite a 

challenge and it was a long walk, but we had good feedback from participants  

 

Last year’s National Federation resolution was a drive to increase awareness of Ovarian 

Cancer. In November we ran an informative talk by an NHS Specialist Nurse which was open 

to all the community, and which raised £117.00 in donations for the Ovacom charity, and 

we had supportive comments from those local people whose lives have been affected by 

this silent killer. 

 

A Hilton WI tradition is the bi-annual trip to the Thursford Extravaganza and after cancelling 

in 2020 over 50 members finally took the coach trip to Thursford in November 2021. 

In December we finished our Christmas Party by singing outside under the lovely Christmas 

Tree. 

 

Our members stay very involved and supportive of village life, taking part in the sports on 

the green last summer, in the pantomime at Christmas  and working in the Community 

Garden. In addition, one of our members, with the help of her husband, plants and 

maintains the lovely hanging  baskets which bloom outside the Village Hall throughout the 

summer… Hilton WI funds this gift for the pleasure of the community. 

 

Our WI memorial bench had been vandalised some years ago and was no longer considered 

safe or suitable for use, however Hilton Town Trust very kindly agreed to fund a 

replacement memorial bench which was ordered and installed near the Maze by the Parish 

Council. The original bench is now in the Community Garden to be enjoyed by all. Both 

benches have plaques funded by the Parish Council…a very sincere thank you to the Town 

Trust for the bench and to the Parish Council for the plaques. 

 

Our regular monthly groups have restarted, and we now meet in person for Drawing Group, 

Craft Club and Book Club.  

In October we launched a Walking Group, it has got off to a slow start, but we have 5-mile 

walks planned each month through to October, open to anyone from the community. 

 

During the summer we held our Monday Picnics on the Green. It was obvious how much 

members enjoyed meeting informally so when the weather became too cold to sit outside 

we introduced a Canasta Club. The club meets twice a month in the Village Hall and has 

been very successful, regularly attracting between 16-24 members.  

 

We have gained six new members in the past year making a total of 66, which is 

wonderful…… but now that Hilton WI is running as normal we have had to increase our 

membership fee back to the pre covid amount. We think we offer great value for money 

and hope that most of our members will again renew their membership and continue their 

WI friendships. Finally, I am delighted that by all the Committee and members pulling  
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together we have survived the challenges that covid threw at us to date and I hope that 

Hilton WI will continue strongly into the future. 

Report from the Royal British Legion – Julie Briggs and Margaret Shardlow 
Report from Julie Briggs: 

Originally Fenstanton and Hilton RBL were a Sub Branch of St Ives RBL, but after 
reorganisation we now come under Cambridgeshire umbrella. We are extremely small in 
number so do not have a committee, but Margaret and I do attend St Ives Branch and 
Women’s Section meetings. Even so if you join Fenstanton and Hilton RBL you can also join 
St Ives or any other Branch without any further cost. The annual membership is £17.00.  
 
Just to clarify you do not need to have been a member or be related to a member of the 
Armed forces to join the Royal British Legion. Similarly, you do not need to be a member of 
the RBL to be a Poppy Appeal Collector. 
 
Activities of the Royal British Legion in this area include: 
 

• Supporting retired and present members of the Armed Forces and their dependants. 
Our Welfare Officer Alan will contact or visit, when informed of a person who needs 
support. At the moment he only has Margaret and Monica Thompson who may 
continue with visits or telephone contact if the person needs company or help with 
shopping or such like. There are courses available to help prospective Welfare 
Supporters. 

• Our Standard Bearer can be asked to attend a funeral of either retired or present 
Military personnel. Normally he is supported by other members of the legion. Last 
year it was wonderful to be asked to attend a Party to celebrate World War 2 Veteran 
Reginald Millns 100th Birthday, where Julie was the standard bearer.  

• St Ives Women’s Section are back to meeting on the second Monday of each month 
at the Ivy Leaf club in Broadleas at 11am. This is an opportunity to meet up and make 
friends whilst having a tea, coffee and biscuit sometimes cake. 

• In the past there have been outings and joining other Huntingdonshire RBL Women’s 
Sections to support their fund raising or join their celebratory party. These activities 
will start up again once restrictions and members feel comfortable to participate. 

• Women’s Section organise Poppy Bingo to support the annual Poppy Appeal. 

• The St Ives Branch members meet monthly but purely to discuss business matters. 

• Naturally RBL members will be contributing to the Platinum Jubilee celebrations in St 
Ives.  

 
I had been Standard Bearer for the Fenstanton and Hilton RBL until autumn of last year, after 
sustaining an injury. We are extremely fortunate in that Michael Paver has volunteered to 
take my place. 
 
So now membership of Fenstanton Hilton RBL consists of 3 of us:  Margaret Shardlow, 
Michael Paver and myself. Granted there are no members living in Fenstanton, but I have  
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arranged to speak at Fenstanton Parish Council next month. So please do think about at 
least enquiring about joining us. If you have any questions do please ask. 
 
Hilton totally amazes Margaret and I each year by villagers’ generosity during each Annual 
Poppy Appeal. Last year we had about 20 (actually 19) collectors, but more helpers are 
always welcome to lighten the load. A total of £1515.45 was raised last year. 
 

Report from Margaret Shardlow: 

She advised that she was going to provide an understanding of the poppy appeal year. In 

June/July, they order what they will need for the poppy appeal. Then in August/September 

they establish whether their collectors are carrying on. In October they get the boxes and 

tins out of Margaret’s garage and ensure that they are filled and labelled correctly. This 

takes a whole day as it also has to be recorded on official forms and the numbers alter every 

year for security purposes. The boxes and tins are then delivered to collectors. After 

Remembrance Sunday they collect tins from collectors and conduct a supervised count of 

the money. Then the forms are completed, and tins packed away and the money is taken to 

Peterborough to be banked. 

Report from the Hilton Rural Wildlife Conservation Group – Julie Briggs 
The Group was formed in March 2001. The aims were to actively encourage wildlife within 
Hilton’s boundaries. And encourage interest in the range of wildlife around us. A committee 
was formed. Our activities included 
 

• Organising talks by our own and visiting speakers, sometimes walks around the 
village looking at tree species, fungi, Monach farm, visit to Paxton Pits to hear the 
Nightingale. 

• Pat Graham our Chairman applied for grants to help purchase tools and insurance for 
our working parties, after gaining Hilton’s PC to carry out these safely. 

• Before starting Working Parties we invited Roland Fletcher, Ranger at Paxton Pits to 
demonstrate how to safely use our tools. 

• We arranged fund raising events, fun quizzes, raffles, coffee mornings etc. to expand 
our range of tools and to keep up our insurance. 

 
Things went very well with a lot of interest, but that declined when members moved away. 
Unfortunately, by March 2006 attendance at Working Parties, Talks had diminished, and the 
committee was greatly reduced. We decided to disband the Group. All funds were 
transferred to a deposit account. 
 
Time passed and the funds stood at £1,000. Last year, as the last Chairman I discussed with 
the previous committee members what should be done with the funds, we had hoped that 
another group of villagers may like to form a similar group. We approached the Village 
Garden committee and Hilton Parish council for suggestions.  
 
The Village Garden committee suggested planting wildflowers e.g., British Bluebells and Wild 
Garlic in several different areas. Heather asked Hilton PC for permission to plant these bulbs  
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in the Grove next to the Playground. 100 British Bluebells and 50 Wild Garlic were ordered at 
a cost of £100.00, towards the end of January. Heather arranged for 10 members of the 
village Garden Group to plant the bulbs and have labelled the area. Thank you Heather and 
your helpers. Heather is waiting for permission to plant bulbs adjacent to the flyover the 
new A14. We are waiting to see if the bulbs establish before possibly ordering more for the 
Grove. 
 
During discussions, the Late Dr Michael Way suggested we purchase a bench to be 
positioned by the bridge between the Wilderness and the football pitch. There had been a 
bench there previously until it was vandalised. We approached Hilton Parish Council with the 
offer of purchasing a recycled plastic bench, in keeping with the ethos of the Conservation 
Group, and asking their permission for the bench to be positioned on the Green. Hilton 
Parish Council stated that they wanted us to buy a stylish Oak bench for the purpose. The 
former members of the Conservation Group are refusing this and have asked Hilton Parish 
Council to reconsider our generous offer. Due to the restraints of Parish Council legislation 
this matter cannot be revisited by Hilton Parish council until May this year. 

Report from Hilton Feast Week Committee – Nicola Webster – Chair 
The Hilton Feast Week Committee ran a successful Feast Weekend last year and would like 
to thank everyone for their support and for those people that volunteered to help. 
Particular thanks must go to the Town Trust who provided us with the financial security to 
put an event on in confidence during some really uncertain times. The Hilton Feast Week 
Committee are planning to run a full Feast Week this year. Dates for your diary – Feast 
Week will be from Sunday 24th July to Saturday 30th July plus Easter Egg Hunt on Easter 
Saturday and the Platinum Party at the Pavilion on Saturday 4th June. The theme for Feast 
Week will be “Go Wild”. We are running a competition for a child to design the front cover 
for our programme and look forward to seeing the wonderful entries. One of our main 
sources of income is the 200 club, and we encourage parishioners to join – you have to be in 
it to win it… Hopefully, we will see you all at Feast Week! 

Report from Hilton Village Hall Management Committee – Liz Bush – Chair (read 
by Cllr Peter Balicki) 
The last year has continued to have its challenges for the Village Hall Committee, as it has 

for all charitable groups. The Village Hall was eventually able to re-open its doors in 

September 2021, having been closed since March 2020 due to COVID restrictions. We were 

very pleased to welcome back the majority of our hirers, with some new groups joining us, 

which is always encouraging. 

 

Fund-raising generally is certainly not back to its pre-COVID status, and the Village Hall 

Committee continue to actively apply for and have been successful with receiving grant 

funding support for the general upkeep and running of our public buildings.  

 

The festive season allowed us to again celebrate Christmas as a community, with another 

magnificent Christmas tree, very generously donated by a Hilton villager and festooned with 

lights, proudly standing as a beacon of hope for normal times to return. One of our  
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Committee members scripted and directed another incredibly successful pantomime for the 

total enjoyment of the village and the monies raised are going to the upgrade of our 

courtyard garden – hopefully in time for the Platinum Jubilee this summer – many thanks to 

Helen and Ken Attwood for this huge improvement to the Village Hall. 

 

We have many plans for improvements and events as we slowly re-open to full capacity for 

the village and look forward to welcoming you all to some of our Platinum Jubilee events in 

June.  

 

Report from Hilton Action on Traffic (HAT) – Ken Attwood 
I would just like to explain who HAT are and what we stand for. Many of you will never have 

heard of us but we were formed by a chap who had a passion about getting a full-time ban 

put into place and being in place when we got the partial ban, also for getting the speed 

limit reduced from 40 to 30mph. His name is Bill Halford and many here will remember Bill 

as a village stalwart and when left to live on the East coast HAT continued to work on the 

traffic related issues. HAT was at the fore in helping to get the crossing installed and I spent 

many an hour watching the traffic during school times to help provide the data for the initial 

request for it to be installed.  

 

HAT was responsible for the application to the County Council for LHI bid to get the money 

for the SID devices which are now in use daily monitoring the traffic flow and speeds 

throughout the village and like Bill Halford another stalwart was responsible for that bid and 

the collection of the data every week come rain or shine along with the battery changes and 

that's Andy Bush. Without his tenacity and drive to get the devices we would not have had 

the data so vital in the Parish councils bid to get the Lorry Ban for which we are all so 

looking forward to. 

 

Where does HAT go from here now we have the ban in progress, well we will continue to 

create data for the various schemes which will inevitably come our way, like a 30 MPH limit 

across the green and ultimately if it is needed a 20mph limit through the village. Road safety 

will never go away, and neither will HAT. 

General Question Time  
No questions were raised. 

 

There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 20:29.  

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………Date…………………………………. 

 


