The Village Garden report for the Parish Council Meeting on the 13th April

· Progress: Councillor Dulstone and I with the help of two parishioners removed 2 large dead box shrubs from the back of the garden. The last one now looks sickly. There is a thick membrane beneath the gravel surface, so removing plants leaves a scar.
· Replacements: Osmanthus burkwoodii and Nandina domestica would be good alternatives. They are hardy shrubs, require little maintenance and provide year round interest. (Photos and prices supplied)
· Additional requirements: a bag of compost for re-planting and gravel to top dress. The Methodist Church has kindly offered a supply of the latter free of charge.

· Box Hedging: remove ? or leave and treat with anti-moth spray? 

Removal: this will be a challenge as the roots are tough and there is a lot of hedge. (24m)Angela Potter suspected a digger might be required (rough estimate £300). A village working party might be able to accomplish it but it would take time and strength. The advantage of removal is that the area could be gravelled over and planted with a couple of ornamental grasses and 3 -4 hardy perennials suitable for a gravel garden. Compost and gravel would again be needed to cover the area and provide a planting medium. Currently weeds are very evident in the gravel.

Treatment: This is the easier option but not necessarily the most cost effective. Various sprays can be used the best are quite expensive. eg Dipel for £59.00. or TopBuxus the professional brand. Knapsack and sprayer may also be required+ special fertiliser 
The treatment must be regular and ideally should have started.
On Scotts Crescent there is an example of a recovering box hedge planted either side of a path. It does not look very attractive at the moment but it is clearly reviving.

Costing:
Cambridge rates for gravel= £100 per tonne
Compost per bag: c.£7.75
Spray depends on brand ( Ian Stott to advise?)
             7 new plants : Osmanthus £16.99; Nandina: £16.99 (prices vary) +/- 5   

Recommend budget if choose to remove hedge: gravel, compost and plants £300, and ? £300 more if paid help is required to remove the box.
         
 Bench: Should any organisation/individual wish to donate a bench, the garden would be a good site, offering seating for elderly villagers waiting for a bus.
Village sign needs re-painting.



