David Keane
County Councillor Report for May Meetings covering April activity
The Hemingfords & Fenstanton
Due to Easter and the local elections taking place in parts of the county and city, this is a slightly briefer report. There were no formal meetings of the county council committees on which I sit during the period covered by this report.
I would like to congratulate all parish councillors who have been re-elected already and wish good luck to all candidates standing in parish elections across the division. To those parish councillors who are standing down, thank you again for your hard work, dedication and service over the previous term.
Key Parish Activity - April
Highways, Transport & Development
Meeting with the Highways Officer – Wednesday 29th April
I meet with our Highways Officer to cover current plans and activities across the division, keeping the format of key parish activities that are mainly highways related the information is in the following updates where appropriate. The HMO confirmed that the work on Harrison way was carried out after a survey of nesting birds and one area was left that is taped off. Aswell as the verge work gulleys were cleared.
HGPC - Pathways
I have re-engaged with CCC officers and the parish pathways officer regarding the ongoing village concerns that have been raised. As part of this, I will be arranging a walk of the affected paths with the pathways officer in May. With a thorough summary of the paths and issues will arrange a follow up with the relevant officers. I have expressed my apologies to the pathways officer for the delay and the frustration that has caused. 
HGPC / HAPC - Tiger Bus
I am working with district councillors to explore whether existing Tiger Bus provision could be improved, or whether additional provision may be possible through the current scheme and the CPCA’s developing bus franchising plans. And how this may provide opportunities to modify plans by groups to provide alternative bus provision.
HGPC – Marsh Lane / Sadlers Way Junction
The plan is to now resurface the junction rather than patch it further, exact timescales have not been set. Will share when are confirmed
Fenstanton PC - Huntingdon Road & Hall Green Lane
There was a traffic management plan showing on the system for 6th – 12th April. This was the TTRO application submitted, but it should not be available for public view. Street Works have now amended this. There is a detailed design being prepared and the next visit will be for construction.
Fenstanton PC – Low Road
The road changes for the new development at the old Vindis site have allowed CCC to also carry out highways work while the road is closed. 
Fenstanton PC – Gulleys and Bridle Way
I shared the two matters referred by members of the Parish Council the gulley map and works registered will be assessed and scheduled I have to do some more work on the path adoption and maintenance in May.
HWPC – Thicket Road ‘Resurfacing’ and A1123 Potholes 
The road was ‘dragon’ patched and then recovered; I have been down to look at the road and see that there are patches closer to the entrance to the green that don’t seem to have been done properly or have not taken. This has been shared with the HMO.  Having checked the A1223 all the outstanding potholes appear to be filled. 
HWPC - Hertford Bus Stop LHI
I have followed up with the project manager and will share the update as soon as I get it. 
HGPC / HWPC / Fenstanton - Residents Parking
There is no substantive update on the residents’ parking issue this month. I am preparing an update with Fenstanton Parish Council, and the concerns raised locally remain on my list of open divisional matters. I will follow up with officers where appropriate and update the Parish Councils when there is a material development.
HAPC – Drainage issues near Royal Oak Way
The Highways team have planned a new drain to remove surface water and stop the splashing against the resident’s wall that is causing damp.
A141 / St Ives Improvement Scheme
Having followed up with the CPCA, the current timeline for the consultation response and movement towards the business case stage is now September 2026. I will continue to monitor this closely given the importance of the corridor to residents, businesses and surrounding villages.
HAPC - Rideaway Issues
The grate issue on Rideaway, passed on by the parish council and highlighted to officers, has now been followed up and closed.
CCC Committee & Council Work
Adults and Health Spokes Meeting - April
This was a preparatory meeting ahead of future formal committee business. We discussed the work underway to prepare for Local Government Reorganisation, particularly the discussions between Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council as the two existing authorities with adult social care responsibilities. I encouraged this work to be expanded to include district councils, so that relevant senior officers have earlier insight into the implications of reorganisation.
We also discussed preparation of a report on learning disability and mental health support through reorganised care provision, including the importance of smaller providers being considered properly. More broadly, there was discussion across the service provision landscape about the respective roles of in-house and external providers within CCC policy.
Related Council Work (Divisional Engagement)
Parish Council Meetings
1 April - Houghton & Wyton Parish Council
9 April - Fenstanton Parish Council
13 April - Hemingford Grey Parish Council
13 April - Hilton Parish Council
14 April - Wyton on the Hill Parish Council
23 April - Fenstanton Annual Parish Meeting

Community Events and Wider Engagement
7 April - Houghton & Wyton Community Flood Action Group
11 April - Houghton & Wyton Christmas Lights Bacon Butty
12 April - Hemingford Abbots Litter Pick
18 April - Great Ouse Valley Trust AGM
22 April - Houghton & Wyton History Society Quiz
24 April - Flaming Bum Notes Timebank Fundraising Event
25 April - Houghton & Wyton Timebank Litter Pick
26 April - Houghton & Wyton Bowls Club Open Day
28 April - Thicket Wood Improvement Group - second work party
2 May - Hemingfords Pavilion Open Day

Key News from Cambridgeshire County Council - April 2026
The following county-wide announcements from April may be of wider interest to parish councils and residents across the division.
1 April - New vision for a healthy, fair and sustainable Cambridgeshire launched
The county council launched its new vision and strategic framework, setting out three ambitions: supporting a green and sustainable county, enabling full and healthy lives for all, and ensuring fairness and opportunity wherever possible. The framework will guide council decisions and service planning through to 2028/29.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/launching-an-ambitious-vision-for-a-healthy-fair-and-sustainable-cambridgeshire
9 April - Council Pension Fund joins Border to Coast
Cambridgeshire County Council’s Local Government Pension Scheme Fund has joined Border to Coast Pensions Partnership. The move is intended to strengthen the Fund’s voice, improve resilience, and provide access to wider investment opportunities through a larger LGPS investment pool.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/council-pension-fund-joins-border-to-coast
15 April - Mobile Library receives £150,000 from Arts Council England
Cambridgeshire Libraries has been awarded £150,000 to replace an ageing mobile library with a modern, digitally enabled vehicle. The mobile library service supports rural communities and residents who cannot easily travel to a static library.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/mobile-library-receives-150000-from-arts-council-england
16 April - Proportion of children offered first choice primary school rises
94.7% of Cambridgeshire children were offered a place at their first preference primary school for September 2026, an increase on the previous year. 98.9% were offered one of their first three preferences.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/proportion-of-children-offered-first-choice-primary-school-rises
21 April - Healthy Child Programme extended
Councillors agreed to extend the Healthy Child Programme partnership for a further two years, from 2027 to 2029. The programme covers health visiting and school nursing services, supporting children and young people from pregnancy through to age 19.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/successful-healthy-child-programme-extended
22 April - New signs urge drivers to leave space for cyclists
A county-wide campaign is being launched to remind drivers of Highway Code Rule 163 and the need to leave safe space when passing cyclists, horse riders and pedestrians. Temporary signs will be installed across the county, supported by bus advertising, social media and variable messaging signs.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/new-signs-urge-drivers-to-leave-space-for-cyclists
23 April - £1.38 million water resilience grant scheme approved
Councillors approved a £1.38 million UK Government-funded grant scheme to help farmers and growers use water more efficiently, including through rainwater harvesting, on-farm water storage and more efficient irrigation.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/1.38-million-grant-scheme-approved-to-help-boost-water-resilience
Kind regards
David
