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wLIOA  Minutes of the Meeting of Hilton Parish Council
on Monday 3™ November 2025 at 19:30 in
Hilton Village Hall

PARISH Present: Cllr E. McCarthy (Vice-Chair), ClIr J. Capes, ClIr R. Dulstone, Clir C.
COUNCIL Sarkies, Cllr M. Stott, ClIr S. Suckling, Clir C. Wood.

In attendance: The Clerk (N. Webster), The Deputy Clerk (N. di Castiglione)
C. Cllr David Keane, and the Open Spaces Officer (I. Stott).

Meeting commenced 19:30

25/26-150 To receive any apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Clirs Balicki and Norton.

25/26-151.  To receive Councillors’ declarations regarding disclosable pecuniary and/or
other registrable interests along with the nature of those interests in relation to any agenda
item

There were no declarations of interest.

25/26-152. To note any dispensation requests made to the Clerk in accordance with the
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest Dispensation Procedure, and declare the nature of
dispensations granted

There were no dispensations requested.

Meeting adjourned at 19.31 to receive a report and comments from the County Councillor.

C Cllr Keane drew attention to his engagement with the Adult and Health Committee (9%
October), the Adult and Health Spokes Meeting (14" October) and his attendance at the 141
Consultation in the St lves Corn Exchange (23 October) to hear local feedback regarding
the A141 improvements. He drew attention to the challenges facing the County Council’s
budget and that EV chargers are now available at the St Ives Park and Ride. Concerning Local
Government Reorganisation - the full council, in a split vote, has put forward option A (out
of the 5 on the table) for consideration by the Secretary of State.

Cllr Keane was asked if he would pursue information on when the 20 mph speed restrictions
are to be implemented.

19.37 Meeting reconvened.
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25/26-153 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 6%
October and the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 22"
October

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 6™ October
are approved as a true record.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday
22" October are approved as a true record.

25/26-154. Matters arising from the last meeting including Clerk’s report — information
only. No discussion and no decisions can be made — Local Government Act 1972 s12 10(2) (b)
states that business must be specified

Lighting

A broken light, PC12, has been repaired. Following consultations with Cllr Dulstone,
authorisation has been issued for the replacement of 8 remaining sodium lamps with new
LED lanterns, within the budget approved in June 2025.

The Playground

Wicksteed Leisure has been instructed to carry out the annual safety inspection of the Jubilee
Playground.

The Major Oak

There has been an exchange with the author of the report on the condition of the Major Oak
who explained the proposal to reduce the crown volume by 5% was a significant amount of
wood and is intended to prevent the tree going into ‘shock’.

RBL Poppy Appeal

It was reported the event held on Saturday 25" October in the Village Hall had raised on the
day £1238.

Miscellaneous

The Deputy Clerk has met with the new shop proprietor about his desire to increase signage
drawing attention to the shop. Also, with the Clerk to Hilton Town Trust.

The Clerk has spent a considerable amount of time trying to resolve a query with HMRC.

The Deputy Clerk has now been authorised for access to the accounts held with Unity Bank.
All administrative files and relevant equipment are now held by the Deputy Clerk.
25/26-155. To review and ratify the decisions made under the scheme of delegation

Two items:

a) Fuel costing £24.50 bought from Ibbets. Clir Balicki informed.
b) Prior to formal instruction, Clir Balicki was consulted about the cost of the Playground
Inspection, to allow an increase to £150 against a budget provision of £140.

It was RESOLVED that these decisions are ratified.
25/26-156. Green Open Spaces

25/26-156.1 To receive the verbal report

There was a verbal report in which particular thanks was expressed and recorded to John
Carter for his voluntary work recently in moving a significant amount of material to the site
of the bonfire.
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26-156.2 To consider a request from a parishioner to provide and for members of the
Community Garden to plant more daffodil bulbs in front of the part churchyard boundary wall
between Church Lane and Church End, and decide on further actions
It was RESOLVED to approve the request for a parishioner to provide, at nil cost to HPC, and
for members of the Community Garden to plant more daffodil bulbs in front of part of the
churchyard boundary wall between Church Lane and Church End; subject to Clir Sarkies
liaising with a churchwarden that there are no plans for repairs to be done imminently to that
part of the wall and to enable the bulbs to be planted speedily.
25/26-157.  To receive the Tree Survey report and decide any actions
The tree report for 2025 was presented by Mr lan Stott, Open Spaces Officer. Thanks were
expressed and recorded for the care diligence and continuity of this important work on behalf
of the parish council. It was RESOLVED (based on 3 quotations for the work obtained by Mr
Stott) that tree work be authorised on 5 trees, at an aggregate cost of £1600, and the relevant
applications for permission be set in motion. It was noted that due to other tree-related
expenditure in 2025, the work to be done represents the pressing items relating to trees that
are the responsibility of Hilton Parish Council; and that expenditure in years to come is
anticipated to be more substantial.
25/26-158.  To consider and decide on a recommendation to move the date of the April
2026 Parish Council Meeting from April 6% (Easter Monday) to April 13t
It was RESOLVED to move the date for the meeting in April 2026 back a week, from 6%
(Easter Monday) to 13" April.
25/26-159. To receive a verbal report from the Fireworks Working Group and
decide any actions
There was a verbal report in which thanks were expressed, especially to Cllr Capes for
the completion of the complex and lengthy documentation relating to the SAG forms.
Cllr Stott informed the council of volunteers who had come forward, and the list of duties is
to be updated and reissued. Recognising the high importance of health and safety concerns
it was RESOLVED that additional temporary fencing and suitable posts be purchased at
a cost of £308.81, inclusive of next day delivery charge.
It was RESOLVED that setting dates for the annual Fireworks event in 2026 and 2027 be
an agenda item for the next meeting.
25/26-160. To approve formally the budget and precept for 2026/2027 (following
approval of the Finance Committee recommendation approved at the last meeting) and
decide any actions
25/26-160.1 To approve formally the budget for 2026/2027 in the sum of £45,770
Following publication of the proposed budget for 2026/2027 and there being no feedback or
correspondence from parishioners, it was RESOLVED to approve formally the budget in the
sum of £45,770.
25/26-160.2 To approve formally the Precept for 2026/2027 in the sum of £41,570 - an
increase of £1744 or 4.4%
Following publication of the proposed precept for 2026/207, there being no feedback or
correspondence from parishioners, it was RESOLVED to approve formally the precept in the
sum of £41,570 — representing an increase of £1744 or 4.4%.
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25/26-161. To consider and decide on the proposal to purchase the 14th and latest

edition of Arnold-Baker’s “Local Council Administration” at the reduced offer price
facilitated by NALC of £180 (as against rrp of £225)

It was RESOLVED to purchase a copy of the 14" edition of Arnold-Baker’s “Local Council
Administration at the reduced price facilitated by SLCC (as against rrp of £225 and a price
offered by NALC of £180) of £144 (plus delivery charge).

25/26-162.  To consider a proposal to purchase replacement Christmas lights at a cost of
up to £250 (previous ones cost £200) and decide any related actions

In view of vandalism causing damage to the Christmas lights, and having considered the

option of not providing seasonal lighting to the pavilion, it was RESOLVED that,
a) Clir McCarthy inspect what remains of the old sets and see how much can be
salvaged,
b) Approve expenditure of up to £250 for suitable replacements, and
c) Ensure that the lights are taken down and suitably stored once their Christmas use
has happened.
7 Councillors were in favour and 1 was against the purchase of replacement lights.
25/26-163. To discuss the purchase of new replacement wheels for the Maintenance

Person’s trolley and decide any actions
In recognition that the existing trolley has proved inadequate due to repeated incidence of
punctures to the pneumatic tyres, it was RESOLVED that,
a) The option of using replacement hard wheels offered by Clir Capes be explored and
if this does not work,
b) After suitable research approve expenditure of up to £250 for a suitable trolley
replacement from Ibbets.
25/26-164. To consider PARISH COUNCIL CONSULTATION APPLICATION
REF.25/70083/SCOP Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Opinion in relation to the
Grafham to Cambridge Pipeline Scheme Marlow Park Buckden Road Grafham PE28 OBH and
decide any response

It was RESOLVED that Hilton Parish Council has no response to these proposals.
25/26-165. To note feedback to the latest proposals in the Local Plan are invited between
5th November and 17th December 2025 and decide any actions

It was RESOLVED that Councillors should take time to read the detailed proposals and
consider attending the meeting on 11" November 2025 at 6.30pm.

25/26-166. To review and receive the financial reports

It was RESOLVED that the financial reports were received.
25/26-167. To note payments received:

25/26-167.1: £217.48 - reimbursement for Feast Week utility costs
It was RESOLVED that this payment is NOTED.

25/26-167.2: £19,913 — Precept 25/26 part 2

It was RESOLVED that this payment is NOTED.
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25/26-168. To approve payments:
Minut
Re':u © Payee Description Amount Method | Legislation
25/26- ISC Services Maintenance £933.58 5/0 Open Space.s Act 1906 s10 -
168.1 Contract - Sep Power to maintain open spaces
25/26-
12é 26 Payroll Payroll - Oct £2,165.00 | S/O General Power of Competence
25/26- . Annual Payment Equals
Brigh £100. | P f
168.3 right for 3 employees 00.80 Card General Power of Competence
25/26- . Pavilion
E £22. DD IP f
168.4 cotricity Electricity 59 General Power of Competence
Street  Lighting Parish Councils Act 1957 — s3 —
25/26- . .
Yu Energy Energy — Sep (2 | £210.30 DD Power to light roads and public
168.5
DDs) places
25/26- i -
5/26 Microsoft Office Package £11.52 BACS General Power of Competence
168.6 Sep
25/26- .
168.7 Unity Trust Account fee £6.00 DD General Power of Competence
25/26- Maintenance Parish Councils Act 1957 — s3 —
K & M Lighting | charges (Q4 | £190.07 BACS Power to light roads and public
168.8
2025) places
25/26- | Hilton  Village Venue Hire 25/26 | £280.00 BACS General Power of Competence
168.9 | Hall
25/26- | Hilton Village .
168.10 | Hall Venue Hire 08/25 | £14.00 BACS General Power of Competence
25/26- Bannolds Village Hall - car £231.00 BACS General Power of Competence
168.11 park
25/26- Conference fee
168.12 CAPALC for Deputy Clerk £75.00 BACS General Power of Competence
25/26- | Royal British .
168.13 | Legion Donation £60.00 Cheque | General Power of Competence
25/26- Equals
168.14 Ibbets Purchase of fuel | £24.50 Card General Power of Competence
. .. | Website hosting
25/26- Parlsh Council and support | £273.60 BACS General Power of Competence
168.15 | Websites 25/26

It was RESOLVED that these payments are approved.
It was reported that a payment to CAPALC authorised previously has been negotiated
successfully down to £88.10.

25/26-168.

Councillors’ items — information only. No discussion and no decisions can be

made — Local Government Act 1972 s12 10(2) (b) states that business must be specified.
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Thanks were extended to those in the working party at the Village Hall Car Park on Saturday
1%t November; and to the local contact (Gregg of GCE Groundworks in Fenstanton) who lent
use of equipment for compacting the in-fill materials.
It was NOTED the Deputy Clerk is to activate securing suitable quotations for the repair of the
Bus Shelter.

The next full Council meeting will be on Monday 1% December 2025.

There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 20.51.
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